
































































































































































































































A Brief History of the Stanley Benjamin Neff Turkey Range

By  Dr. Ty Harrison, Sandy Museum volunteer

Residence:  530 E. 8800 S. Sandy, UT 84070

Contacts:  Telephone, 801-255-3167; email tyju@xmission.com

The Neff turkey range was located in what is now the Hidden Valley Park of Sandy City at the 
western base of Lone Peak which was referred to by local people as Mt. Jordan.   The area was 
known as East Crescent for almost 100 years.  Crescent was an unincorporated Salt Lake 
County town, between Sandy and Draper, reaching west to the Jordan River and having a 
population of approximately 500 in the mid 1950’s.  The turkey ranch area was located on the 
flats between the mouth of Big Willow Canyon on the north and Little Willow Canyon on the 
south.  Just south of the mouth of Big Willow was the site of a 1800’s portable sawmill which 
was built by Archibald Gardner of West Jordan fame.   Logs were cut and hauled to the site from 
Big and Little Willow Canyons.  The locally famous “log slide” scar is still visible from the area.   
The sawmill was later sold to Joseph M. Smith and James Jensen.  The Parley Thompson 
families were also involved in the mill business.  These were all early Draper residents.  [See 
documentation in People of Draper 1849-1924:  History of Draper, Utah vol. 1 (p.714) Sivogah 
to Draper City 1849-1977: The History of Draper, Utah vol. 2 (p. 133)]

The turkey range was used by Stanley (Stan) B. Neff from 1936 to 1955.  It is unclear if he 
owned or leased the property.  The turkey ranch operation involved the raising of young turkey 
at the historic Neff farm between 10000 S. and 10300 S. west of State Street, now the site of the 
Target store in South Towne Mall.  When they were old enough the young turkeys were moved 
during the summer and fall to the net-fenced range and were guarded against predators (dogs, 
coyotes, etc) and thunder storms for 24 hours a day by young Crescent residents hired by Stan 
Neff.  Before they were married both Lyle Gunderson and his wife Priscilla Robertson 
Gunderson, as well as Marie Robertson and Inez Thompson, all neighbors and Sandy and 
Crescent residents in the 1930’s, were so employed (personal communication to Ty Harrison, 
2009).  The Neff farm on State Street was purchased by Benjamin Barr Neff from a Mr. Bell, 
possibly Philander Bell of South Jordan, who had homesteaded on Dry Creek about 1868.  The 
original Neff home on State Street was adjacent to the historic Milo Andrus “halfway house” on 
the south which was moved in the 1980’s to This is the Place Heritage Park, a Utah State Park.  
The area on both sides of Dry Creek, with a shallow dug well on the Neff property, was a 
famous stopping place for freighters going south along State Street.  It was also along the Pony 
Express Trail and was the site of one of the first telegraph offices in the area.   Neff’s Station at 
Dry Creek, was run by telegrapher Mary Ellen Love Neff the second wife of Benjamin Barr Neff 
in the 1870’s.

The Neff farm was also the site of the Fairdale Dairy from 1936 to 1942 (photo in the Sandy 
Museum), a partnership with Wells Jex Robertson, a neighbor on the east side of State Street 
whose farm is now Memorial Estates, a cemetery at 10200 S. State St..   During the time from 
1936 to 1955 the Neff farm and summer turkey range was called the Neff Turkey Ranch.  Stan’s 
son Gordon Neff (deceased) helped his father run the farm and turkey operation, and later took 



over the major responsibility.  

In April of 1955 the Neff farm home and farm was sold to Sam and Marjorie Rudd who also 
raised turkeys for a number of years.  It is not certain that the Rudd’s used the turkey range area 
at the foot of Lone Peak.  The farm was later sold to the developers of South Towne Mall in the 
1980’s and almost all of the Neff farm was destroyed.  The only remaining evidence is in the 
form of Neff’s Grove, an area along the course of channelized Dry Creek as it moves across the 
South Towne property.  Using native plant species, Sandy City has landscaped a semi-natural 
area and trail here.  This urban park open space in the middle of South Towne Mall 
memorializes the Neff family and the early residents of Dry Creek, which was later called 
Crescent, and finally becoming part of Sandy City.  Some of the maturing trees along the old 
Dry Creek channel were established from seeds of mature trees in Neff’s Grove after the 
hundred-year floods of 1983 and 1984, prior to the South Towne Mall construction [Dr. Ty 
Harrison, personal observation].  The Neff farm fields bordered both sides of Neff Grove, an 
important pioneer period recreation site for the early Dry Creek and Crescent residents.

Some of the above history was taken from the History of Crescent, by Grace Brown Johnson, a 
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers publication and Neff History in Crescent, Utah 1868-1955 
compiled by Faye Neff Brady (unpublished manuscript with photos, etc.), copie of both in Sandy 
Museum files, and personal notes and observations of Dr. Ty Harrison who grew up in the 
Crescent community and who knew Stanly Neff, his wife Grace and their children.



Little Willow Natural Area

Dr. Ty Harrison’s field notes of April 12, 2009, and June 14, 1990

Contacts:  Telephone 801-255-3167; email tyju@xmission.com; web site 
http://people.westminstercollege.edu/faculty/tharrison/index.html

The area is south of and adjacent to Sandy’s Hidden Valley Park.  This area is at the mouth of 
Little Willow Creek as it spills over the Bonneville Shoreline.  The area was recently purchased 
as an addition to Hidden Valley and the extension of the Bonneville Shoreline Trail.  Here is a 
Goggle Earth orientation map which shows the area.



Field Notes (April 12, 2009): 

 A number of noxious weeds were noted immediately south of the boundary fence on A.
the flat terrace of the East graben.  These include Dalmatian Toadflax (Linaria 
dalmatica), Hounds Tongue (Cynoglossum officionale), and Spotted Knapweed 
(Centaurea maculata).   These weed are illustrated on Salt Lake County Weed web 
site:  http://www.weeds.slco.org/ and by law are required to be controlled by the land 
owner.  In addition chicory (Chicorium intybus) is also present among the noxious 
weed and should be controlled as well.  There are probably more noxious weed on 
disturbed areas of the Hidden Valley Park site which need control as well.  The most 
effective control method is hand spot spraying of a broadleaf herbicide by an 
individual trained to recognize the basal rosettes of the weeds when they are not 
flowering.  I would be willing to train such an individual once they are identified.

There is a heavy invasion of both Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) and Annual Rye B.
(Secale cereal) in this disturbed area.  It is well known that Annual Rye is allelopathic 
and chemicals from the decomposing stems and litter inhibit the germination of 
seeds of other species, leading to the total domination of areas unless controlled.  
Application of a pre-emergent herbicide in late August or early September will control 
these annual cool season grasses which germinate with the first fall rains.  This 
treatment will allow the recovery of the more valuable, native perennial wildflowers 
and grasses such as Sandy Dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus) which are here on 
the site.  These pre-emergent herbicides are available from a local supplier such as 
Steve Regan in South Salt Lake.  I suggest the spray application of a liquid 
formulation of Dimension EW, a Dow product for winter annual weedy grasses.  One 
half gallon costs $187.69 and will treat 3 acres.  This would be a rather cheap 
experiment to see if these annual grasses can be controlled by this commercial 
product typically used on golf courses to control annual weeds.

Dalmatian Toadflax occurs along the new Bonneville Shoreline Trail south of the C.
Little Willow Creek crossing and should be controlled before it spreads.

The beautiful native Broadleaf Penstemon (Penstemon platyphyllus) grows along the D.
trail which crosses the creek.  It has green, expanding buds at this date.  South of the 
crossing the Bitterbrush along the trail has been heavily browed by deer this past 
winter.  Spring Beauty (Claytonia lanceolata) is currently in flower together with the 



Annual Stoneseed (Lithospermum arvense) among the Bluebunch Wheatgrass 
(Pseudoroegneria spicatum) a native bunchgrass.  The wild onion (Allium 
acuminatum) is here and possibly the state flower, the Sego Lily (Calochortus 
nuttallii).   The Mallowleaf Ninebark (Physocarpus malvaceous) and many other 
native shrubs are here on a moist north-facing slope above the trail.

A 25 X 25 yard circular population of Money Plant (Lunaria annual) is located just E.
below the Shoreline trail leading southward underneath the shade of oaks.  This 
plant is an ornamental which is escaping from cultivation along the Wasatch foothills.  
It was  were probably introduced during construction of the trail since the plants are 
100 yards removed from the subdivision below.  The plants could be easily controlled 
by a broadleaf herbicide application to the first year rosettes.

Summary:  I have been observing the Little Willow Natural Area for over fifty years.  It is 
a valuable foothill wildflower garden and a destination for future natural history field trips.  
It is a major amenity for all residents of Sandy City since it is so accessible from the 
Hidden Valley Park facility.  The only management it needs is periodic litter removal and 
control of noxious weed species.  I would be willing to conduct a more detailed 
ecological inventory of the area which would list all of the plant species on the property 
and describe the common plant communities and make management recommendations.

List of Plants Flowering on June 14, 1990

Shrubs:  Mallowleaf Ninebark (Physocarpus malvifolius)

Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus serecia)

Ocean Spray (Holodiscus discolor)

Thimble Berry (Rubus parviflora)

Red Raspberry (Rubus idaeus)

Wildflowers:  

Yellow Avens (Geum macrophyllum)

Richardsons Geranium (Geranium richardsonii)

Cow Parsnip (Hieraceum lanatum)

Horse Mint (Agastache urticilifolia)

Miners Lettuce (Montia perfoliata)

Woodland Star (Lithophragma parviflora)

Wild Onion (Allium acuminatum)

Broadleaf Pensetmon (Penstemon platyphyllus)



Little Alumroot (Heuchera parvifolia)

Red Alumroot (Heuchera rubra)

Scorpion Weed (Phacelia heterophylla)

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium var. lanulosa)

Broadleaf Clarkia (Clarkia rhomboidea)

Western Hawkweed (Hieraceum occidentalis)



Hidden Valley Park Conservation Area Interpretive Loop Trail Design Recommendations

Dr. A. T. Harrison, Feb 4, 2010

Purpose:  Visitors to Sandy’s Hidden Valley Park can use this new, self-guiding interpretive tail 
to learn about and identify the common native plants and animals typical of the Wasatch 
Mountain foothills.  Since the area was acquired with Salt Lake County open-space bond 
monies, they can see what the public gains by protection of nature at the urban/wildlands 
interface.  This allows city dwellers easy access to nature.

Design:  The trail into and through the newly acquired conservation area at the mouth of Little 
Willow Canyon has been designed as a loop to be entered from either of two points from the 
existing asphalt trail in Hidden Valley Park.  There will be two small entry signs at the edge of 
the asphalt path directing visitors to a narrow, wood-chipped pathway passing through an 
existing pole fence which marks the northern perimeter of the conservation area.

Entry Points:  There will be two large orientation entry signs mounted near the existing fence 
gateways.  The lower one titled:  Little Willow Canyon at the west entry will provide an 
orientation to the mouth of Little Willow Canyon, its geology and ecology.  The upper one titled:  
Geology of the Wasatch Fault will provide an overview, to the north, of the double segment, 
graben valley created by the last movement of the Wasatch fault here in the park.   This flat site, 
located just south of the existing pole fence, can be a gathering place for small groups to look 
over Hidden Valley Park to see the remarkable fault scarps now being slowly covered by 
vegetation.  The alluvial debris fan at the mouth of Big Willow Canyon and part of the trail up Big 
Willow is visible in the distance.  Also visible farther to the north is the Pleistocene glacial 
moraine of Bells Canyon.  From here, one can view the spectacular truncated spurs of bedrock 
at the base of Lone Peak which have been created by past fault movement.

Suggested wording for the west entry orientation sign:

     Little Willow Canyon:  Welcome to the Hidden Valley Conservation Area Interpretive Trail 
near the mouth of Little Willow Canyon.  This area was purchased with Salt Lake County open 
space bond and Sandy City tax funds.  This is an important geological and wildlife habitat area.  
Here are native plants and animals, This is their home, treat them with respect.  The mouth of 
Little Willow Canyon is visible to the southeast with cliff of Pre-Cambrian metamorphic quartzite 
of the Big Cottonwood geological formation approximately 0.9 billion years old.  These ancient 
rocks have been exposed here by the up-thrusting action of the Wasatch Fault.  By contrast, the 
igneous granitic rocks of Lone Peak, deposited here at the Bonneville Shoreline by erosion are 
only about 30 million years old.  An evergreen coniferous forest of Douglas Fir and White Fir 
occupy the cool, shaded north-facing slope at the canyon mouth.  A shady, Bigtooth Maple 
forest occupies the canyon bottom and thickets of Gambel Oak surround the area.

Suggested wording for the east entry orientation sign:



     Geology of the Wasatch Fault:  This overview, looking to the north, provides a spectacular 
view of the most recent movement of the Wasatch Fault which has formed Lone Peak to the 
east.  Two fracture lines split the shoreline sediments of Lake Bonneville and we can see both 
steep fault scarps partially covered by oaks and other vegetation.  This slippage toward the west 
forms what is called a graben valley, or depressed area in which the Sandy’s Hidden Valley 
Park and paved trial has been created.  Above to the east one can see the triangular shaped 
bedrock between Little Willow Canyon and Big Willow Canyon.  These are call fault block 
truncated spurs, the angle of which defines the Wasatch Fault.  A series of these spurs 
continues northward along the base of Lone Peak.  Unconsolidated sediments of Lake 
Bonneville at the mouth of Little Willow Canyon, seen just to the east, were down-dropped and 
you are standing right on top of them.  Look around for rounded or flattened beach-polished 
stones when this was the shoreline of Pleistocene Lake Bonneville, 14,500 years ago.

Self-guiding Interpretive Trail:  The following self-guiding interpretive stations will be marked 
by a series of low profile (3 ft.), anchored,  4 X 4-inch natural weathering cedar posts with slant-
cut tops and routed and stained numbers.  The numbered interpretive stations will correspond to 
a web-site down-loadable map and interpretive brochure which can have illustrations to aid in 
identification.  For the suggested trail markers see attached map.  

Interpretive trail post marker sites draft narrative (proceeding counter clockwise starting at the 
west entry gate):

 Little Willow Canyon Orientation (wordage in above paragraph).  1.

Native Grassland2.

Wildlife Grove3.

Oak/Maple Grove4.

Birds and Trees5.

Native Shrubs6.

Wasatch Fault Overview (wordage in above paragraph)7.



Hidden Valley Conservation Area

Feb. 4, 2010.   Field Notes and Recommendations:  A. T. Harrison

Site visit and report recommendations contribution:  Approximately   ___7+__  man hours

Maintenance Issues and Future Projects

 Casowary Drive Turn Around Project.  This area was reseeded with Smooth Brome 1.
and Sheep Fescue grasses after it was constructed approximately 3-4 years ago.  The 
fill area has been re-colonized by Big Sagebrush seedlings and other natives such as 
Sand Dropseed, Hairy Golden Aster and Curly-cup Gumweed.  However there is 
invasion by weeds  such as Wildrye, Cheatgrass, Dalmatian Toadflax and Cranesbill  
which need to be controlled.   There is an opportunity here for an Eagle Scout project 
which could re-channelize the runoff water to irrigate a new, 60 yard circular planting of 
wildlife browse shrubs such as Curl-leaf Mt. Mahogany, Birchleaf Mt. Mahogany and 
Bitterbrush.  These would not need supplementary irrigation if they were planted in the 
fall.

Debris Piles:  There are approximately 4-7 low debris piles of soil and rocks located on 2.
both sides of the pole fence where the west trail entry will be located.  Another old dump 
area is located in the Wildlife Grove area along the new interpretive trail loop (see map).  
The piles are currently covered by exotic weeds and need to be removed and the rock 
salvaged.  The soil could be easily moved by a small front-end loader and could be used 
to construct and smooth a 3 foot wide entry trail from the existing asphalt paved loop 
trail.  Any disturbed soil along the new trail loop or debris pile footpints would need to be 
reseeded by hand during the fall with a custom native seed mix (see following 
recommendations) 

Custom Grass Seed Mix for Hidden Valley Conservation area:  The following list of 3.
native grass and forbs is taken from observations of species growing in the immediate 
area.  They are listed in decreasing order of ecological abundance.  Such a custom seed 
mix with appropriate seed weight and number can be obtained from Granite Seed 
Company of Lehi, Utah.

Grasses:  Sand Dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus)>Purple Threeawn (Aristida 
purpurea)>Western Wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii)>Indian Ricegrass (Stipa 
hymenoides)>Needle-and-Threadgrass (Hesperostipa comata)>Sandberg Bluegrass 
(Poa secunda)>Bluebunch Wheatgrass (Pseudoroegneria spicata).

Areas requiring native reseeding:  1. Debris pile removal areas north and south of the 4.
existing pole fence and weedy areas around the Wildlife Grove and Oak/Maple Grove 
areas of the new interpretive trail (see map).  2.  All disturbed areas along the new 



Hidden Valley Conservation Area Interpretive Loop Trail.  

Noxious Weed Control:  An existing population of Spotted Knapweed (Centauria 5.
maculosa) on the conservation area site on the north side of the proposed Wildlife Grove 
interpretive site needs to be controlled by hand sprayer-applied, broadleaf herbicide.   
Dalmatian Toadflax is also scattered across the area and needs similar, spot-spraying 
control.  

One of the most important weed control issues in Sandy’s Hidden Valley Park is the 6.
control of Annual Wildrye (Secale cereal).  This invasive grass is known to be 
allelopathic, which means that chemicals in the leaves and stems and possibly roots of 
these annual plants, leach into the soil and prevents the germination of native plant 
seeds.  The fall germination and vigorous spring growth of the wild rye plants out 
complete native grass and wildflower seedlings as well as mature, established plants, 
allowing the rye to dominate the sites.  Over the last twenty years, Wild Rye has been 
taking over disturbed areas in Hidden Valley Park and other areas in Sandy.  Prior to this 
Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) had invaded and taken over the Hidden Valley Park area 
when it was highly disturbed by private use as a turkey farm summer range. 

        A highly successful way to begin combating these introduced annual grasses is to 
treat the area in late summer, prior to fall rains, with a pre-emergent herbicide which 
prevents the germination of the seed already in the soil.  It is proposed that Sandy City 
Parks Maintenance treat several acres on the south end of Hidden Valley Park to see if a 
water-applied, pre-emergent herbicide can be used to control both Cheatgrass and 
Annual Wild Rye.  If successful this treatment could be used in the future to control 
weedy annual grasses in the adjacent conservation area. 

       One possible herbicide is Ronstar  Web links:  
http://www.sepulvedabasinwildlife.org/pdf/Growth%20of%20Stipa%20Pulchra.pdf  
Restoration in Calif. Stipa grassland, pre-emergent herbicides Ronstar and Eptan were 
used for transplanted grasses in pots to control weeds, among other treatments.

Ronstar pre-emergent herbicide use

http://www.bayeres.com.au/es/products/productdetail.asp?id=28

      note:  this is an Australian company

Regal Ronstar registration label:  http://www.regalchem.com/components/lrglrnac.pdf

http://www.nuturf.com.au/new%20design/turflabels/herbicides/Chipco%20Ronstar%20G.
pdf

   There are a series of pre-emergent herbicides, both granular and water soluble which 
could be used to control Cheatgrass and Annual Rye but most are registered for use in 
turfgrasses and other applications.




